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Becket secretly went down to his estate at Eomney,
near the sea-coast, in the hope of crossing the Straits,
and so finding refuge and maintaining his cause by his
personal presence with the Pope. Stormy weather
forced him to abandon his design. He then betook
himself to the King at Woodstock* He was coldly
received. The King at first dissembled his knowledge
of the Primate's attempt to cross the sea, a direct viola-
tion of one of the Constitutions; but on his departure
he asked with bitter jocularity whether Becket had
sought to leave the realm because England could not
contain himself and the King.z

The tergiversation of Becket, and his attempt thus to

-violate one of the Constitutions of Clarendon, to which

:he had sworn, showed that he was not to be bound by

.oaths.    N"o treaty could be made where one party

,. claimed the power of retracting, and might at any time

- be released from bis covenant.   In the mind of Henry,
whose will had never yet met resistance, the determina-

- tion was confirmed, if he could not subdue the Prelate,

- to crush the refractory subject.   Becket's enemies pos-
sessed the King's ear.    Some of those enemies no doubt

hated him for his former favour with the King, some
.dreaded lest the severity of so inflexible a prelate should
curb -Hieir licence, some held property belonging to or
Claimed by the Church, some to flatter the King, some
4n honest indignation at the duplicity of Becket and
in love of peace, hut all concurred to inflame the resent-
ment of Henry, and to attribute to Becket words and
designs insulting to the King and disparaging to the
*oyal authority.   Becket, holding such notions as he did

1 I follow De Bosham. Fits-Stephen says that he was repelled from tht
gates of the king'* palace at Woodstock; and ttat he afterwards went U
Uoraney to attempt to cross the fie*.